— r-j 

: ' . - l 


' vrV. , 


OLIVE  TR 

A Monthly  Missionary  JournaL 

SUBSCRIPTION  PRICE,  ONE  DOLLAR  A YEAR. 

Postage  Free  to  All  Parts  of  the  World. 


Address : 

R.  M.  SOMMER VILLE,  Publisher, 
No.  325  Vest  56th  Street, 

New  York. 


Entered  as  Second  Class  Matter  at 
Post  Office,  New  York,  N.  Y. 


cer*  of  fhe  QSoman’e  'SWiooionarg 
i&ocfefg  of  ^Pittsburg  'T&Preobgferg 


JJreoi&rttt 

Mrs.  R.  A.  M.  Steele,  321  Lehigh  Av.,  E.  E.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Serretam 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Ward,  818  Wallace  Ave.,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

®rraourrr 

Mrs.  S.  R.  Wills,  519  South  Ave.,  Wilkinsburg,  Pa. 

®or.  Sm-etarri 

Mrs.  Harry  A.  Fischer,  1225  Monterey  St.,  N.  S.,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

Supt.  of  Literature  and  mission  Study 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Pearce,  Fourth  Ave.,  Beaver  Falls,  Pa. 

Supt.  of  CWl&ren’o  Ipan&o 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Campbell,  1208  Sandusky  St.,  N.  S.,  Pitts- 
burg, Pa. 

Cbank  Offering  Secretary 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Copeland,  Parnassus,  Pa. 


— 


1 C/^Dn,  1 WILL 

°L/vt VpRE  THE  TWO 


WHAT 

k^E  these 

QVAVE  TREES 
ZECH.A*.  W 


R.M.  SOMMERVILLE 

EDITOR  £ PROPRIETOR 

NEW  YORK. 


Monographs  . . . . 
Women’s  Department 


Questions  of  the  Hour 
News  of  the  Churches 


Editorial  Notes 


1910 


CONTENTS. 


Questions  of  the  Hour: 

A Worldwide  Recognition  of  the  Kingly  Claims  of  Christ  as  Mediator,  the 


Aim  or  End  of  Foreign  Missions 245,  269 

Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston,  Mass. 

Climate  and  Diseases  of  the  Tropics 145 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.D.,  Tak  Hing,  China. 

Dangers  that  Threaten  the  Gospel  Minister  121 

Rev.  T.  H.  Acheson,  D.D.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Intercession  for  the  Missions 73 

Rev.  J.  C.  McFeeters,  D.D.,  Philadelphia,.  Pa. 

Missions  in  Turkey 25 

Rev.  J.  Boggs  Dodds,  Sterling,  Kansas. 

The  Demands  of  the  Hour 49 

Rev.  George  A.  Edgar,  Wyman,  Iowa. 

The  Evangelization  of  the  World  in  This  Generation 1 

Rev.  S.  Turner  Foster,  Hopkinton,  Iowa. 

The  Kingly  Presence  of  the  Mediator  the  Inspiration  in  Missionary  Work. . . . 221 
Rev.  M.  M.  Pearce,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  Nation’s  Response  to  the  National  Missionary  Campaign  97 

Colonel  Elija  W.  Halford. 

The  Sovereignty  of  the  Mediator  Our  Authority  for  Foreign  Missions 197 

Rev.  S.  J.  Johnson,  New  Castle,  Pa. 

Young  Men  and  the  Gospel  Ministry 173 

Rev.  R.  C.  Wylie,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Allegheny,  Pa. 


News  of  the  Churches: 


Abroad. 

Asia  Minor,  Adana 9 

Asia  Minor,  Mersina.  .10,  11,  31,  58,  77, 

102,  165,  201,  225,  250,  274 

China,  Tak  Hing  Chau.  . .13,  15,  33,  59 
61,  78,  103,  176,  204,  225,  253,  277 

Cyprus,  Lamaca 11,  12,  251 

Field  Reports  to  the  Board — 

Syria  138 

Asia  Minor  140 


Cyprus  150 

China 154 

Report  of  Committee  on  Foreign 

Missions  129 

Report  of  Foreign  Mission  Board.  . . 130 
Syria,  Latakia.  . .8,  30,  56,  77,  101,  163, 

175,  249,  273 

At  Home. 


Colorado,  Greeley 187 

Iowa,  Hopkinton  81 


OLIVE  TREES 

A Monthly  Journal  devoted  to  Missionary  Work  in  the  Reformed  Presby- 
terian Church,  U.  S.  A. 


No. 


DECEMBER,  1910. 


12. 


QUESTIONS  OF  THE  HOUR. 


A WORLD-WIDE  RECOGNITION  OF  THE 
KINGLY  CLAIMS  OF  CHRIST,  AS 
MEDIATOR,  THE  AIM  OR  END 
OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS  * 

Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  Boston. 

THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  FOREIGN  MISSIONS 
HAS  BEEN  CONDUCTED  BY  THE  REIGNING 
MEDIATOR  ON  A WORLD=WIDE  SCALE. 

(concluded  from  page  248.) 

A student  in  Yale  College  was  so  en- 
thusiastic in  religious  meetings  that  the 
faculty  suspended  him  in  his  senior  year. 
That  was  David  Brainard.  He  became 
a missionary  to  the  Indians.  He  threaded 
the  New  England  forests  in  midwinter, 
going  from  one  camp  to  another,  slept  in 
huts  and  ate  the  plain  food  of  the  Indians. 
At  last  he  took  consumption,  returned  to 
the  house  of  Jonathan  Edwards,  to  whose 
daughter  he  was  engaged,  and  died  in  the 
arms  of  Dr.  Edwards.  He  had  kept  a 
diary.  Dr.  Edwards  published  it.  It  fell 
into  the  hands  of  a cobbler  in  England 
and  he  became  a pillar  of  fire.  Let  me 
introduce  you  to  a meeting  in  the  parlor 
of  the  widow  Wallace,  at  Kettering, 
where  twelve  obscure  Baptists  gathered 
and  listened  to  William  Carey.  He 
agreed  to  go  to  India  if  they  would  raise 
enough  money  to  pay  the  fare  of  himself 

*JLn  address  at  the  Foreign  Mission 
Conference  of  the  Synod  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Winona  Lake , 
Ind.,  May  27,  1910. 


and  his  wife.  That  was  October,  1792. 
He  was  sent.  He  became  an  indigo  manu- 
facturer and  cleared  $450,000  by  the  en- 
terprise. All  went  to  the  mission.  He 
mastered  the  Sanscrit  language  and  be- 
came Professor  in  the  Royal  College  at 
Port  Williams  at  $500  per  month.  This 
also  he  gave  to  the  mission.  He  trans- 
lated the  Bible  into  the  language  of  Ben- 
gal. His  letters  home  led  to  the  organi- 
zation of  the  London  Missionary  Society 
in  1795.  That  society  has  a chain  of 
missions  girdling  the  world. 

But  the  hand  that  was  pierced  is  still 
more  manifest  in  the  preparation  of  the 
workers  for  each  field.  The  ball  and 
socket  of  the  bones  of  the  joint  are  not 
more  perfectly  adapted  than  was  Cyrus 
Hamlin  to  wrestle  with  the  Sultan  of 
Turkey  and  secure  permission  to  build 
Roberts  College  on  a hill  overlooking  the 
Bosphorus,  * or  Hepburn  to  translate  the 
Bible  into  the  Japanese  language,  or 
Adoniram  Judson  to  translate  the  Bible 
into  the  Burmese,  or  Morrison  to  trans- 
late the  Bible  into  the  Chinese  language. 
But  the  hand  of  the  Mediator  is  specially 
conspicuous  in  preparing  the  fields.  Rev. 
C.  A.  R.  Janvier,  who  was  born  in  India, 
educated  in  America,  and  spent  fourteen 
years  as  missionary  in  his  native  land, 
spoke  at  Northfield  in  1906,  on  “Oppor- 
tunity in  the  East,  Responsibility  in  the 
West.”  He  directed  attention  to  Syria, 
Arabia,  Persia,  Afghanistan,  Hindostan, 
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Siam,  the  Philippines,  China,  Japan  and 
Manchuria.  These  lands  contain  almost 
half  the  world’s  population.  The  two 
great  religions  are  the  Hindoo  and  the 
Mohammedan.  The  one  is  pantheism, 
the  other  fatalism.  Both  produce  moral 
and  spiritual  death.  For  ages  these  na- 
tions have  been  like  the  dry  bones  in 
Ezekiel’s  valley  of  vision.  But  since  the 
advent  of  the  missionaries  there  has  been 
a noise  and  shaking  among  the  dry 
bones.  Since  Dewey’s  fleet  entered 
Manila  Bay,  there  has  been  a stirring 
change  in  the  Philippines.  Since  Perry’s 
fleet  entered  the  Japanese  harbor  in  1854, 
that  island  nation  has  been  a rising  star 
in  the  east.  The  Boxer  cataclysm  in 
China  was  terrible.  At  least  40,000  con- 
verts were  slain  and  a great  company  of 
missionaries.  But  these  were  the  pangs 
of  a new  birth  for  that  Kingdom.  It  has 
subdued  the  hearts  of  China  to  the  obedi- 
ence of  Christ  as  nothing  else  could. 

Thibet,  in  the  heart  of  Asia,  has  al- 
ways excluded  the  missionaries.  But 
General  Younghusband  forced  his  way 
into  L’Hassa,  their  sacred  city,  and  com- 
pelled the  Grand  Lama  to  sign  a treaty 
with  Great  Britain.  And  now  the  mis- 
sionaries are  in  Thibet.  And  recently 
the  Emperor  of  China  compelled  the 
Grand  Lama  to  flee  from  the  capital  on 
pretense  that  he  favored  them.  The  Sul- 
tans of  Turkey  and  of  Persia  and  the 
Czar  of  Russia  are  limited  by  free  con- 
stitutional assemblies,  representing  the 
people.  Edward  VII.  was  Emperor  of 
India  and  ruled  over  more  Moslems  than 
the  eastern  despots.  And  the  United 
States  have  as  strong  a missionary  force 
in  India  as  Great  Britain.  Who  does  not 
see  in  this  the  opportunity  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  to  reach 
half  the  world’s  inhabitants  with  the  gos- 
pel? Look  at  the  Mediator’s  work  in 
China!  Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  P.  Martin  in 


his  book,  “The  Awakening  of  China,” 
mentions  five  Acts  of  the  Drama. 

The  first  was  “The  Opium  War”  of 
1839.  The  Emperor  discovered  that  the 
opium  brought  by  British  vessels  from 
India  was  destroying  his  people.  He  is- 
sued a decree  forbidding  its  importation 
and  seized  a vessel  loaded  with  the  drug, 
destroyed  the  cargo  and  dismantled  the 
ship.  The  dignity  of  the  British  nation 
was  touched  and  war  was  declared.  The 
outcome  was  Great  Britain  secured  a 
large  concession  from  China,  the  Wei- 
Hei-Wei  coal  fields,  and  opened  the  ports 
to  her  Indian  opium  product. 

The  second  Act  was  the  “Arrow  War.” 
A French  vessel,  sailing  under  the  British 
flag,  was  seized,  the  cargo  of  opium 
emptied  into  the  sea  and  the  ship  dis- 
mantled. This  was  casus  helium  again. 
The  outcome  of  this  was  more  concessions 
to  Great  Britain  and  treaty  guarantees 
for  the  security  of  the  opium  traffic.  This 
is  the  eternal  shame  of  our  Christian 
civilization. 

The  third  Act  was  “The  French  War” 
of  1885.  The  outcome  of  this  was  large 
concessions  made  by  China  to  the  French 
Government.  No  wonder  China  was 
alarmed. 

The  fourth  Act  was  “The  Chinese- 
Japanese  War”  of  1895.  The  Japan  vic- 
tory was  complete.  She  asked  the  pos- 
session of  Korea  as  the  fruit  of  her  vic- 
tory. But  Russia  had  built  a railroad 
down  through  Manchuria  and  fortified 
Port  Arthur.  And  the  protest  of  Russia 
in  the  councils  of  the  powers  was  heeded 
and  Japan  was  denied  Korea  and  given 
the  island  of  Formosa  on  the  south.  This 
engendered  the  spirit  that  produced  the 
conflict  between  Japan  and  Russia  in 
1904.  Japan  destroyed  the  Russian  fleet 
and  drove  their  army  out  of  Manchuria. 

The  fifth  Act  was  the  “Boxer  Upris- 
ing” of  1898.  The  causes  of  this  are  not 
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far  to  seek.  The  seizure  of  territory  by 
the  powers  created  alarm  in  official  cir- 
cles. The  Jesuit  priests,  who  were  simply 
and  only  politicians,  exploiting  the  politi- 
cal and  governmental  forces  of  the  em- 
pire, created  a deep-seated  hatred  to  all 
missionaries  on  the  part  of  the  untaught 
masses,  who  did  not  know  the  difference 
between  Protestant  and  Catholic.  And 
the  traders,  who  practiced  every  form  of 
chicanery  in  robbing  the  people,  and  by 
their  vice  and  crime  outraged  their  sense 
of  justice  and  decency,  were  a more  po- 
tent factor  in  producing  it.  The  cry, 
“China  for  the  Chinese,”  and  “extermi- 
nate the  foreign  devils,”  arose  in  divers 
places  at  once.  The  siege  of  Peking,  the 
martyrdom  of  40,000  Chinese  Christians, 
the  massacre  of  several  hundred  mission- 
aries and  the  destruction  of  millions  of 
property  are  familiar  to  all.  But  “the 
blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the 
church.”  The  pause  in  mission  work 
caused  by  this  cataclysm  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  a harvest  of  souls.  There  are 
now  200,000  Chinese  communicants. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the 
Presbyterian,  Congregational  and  Baptist 
churches  have  each  a university  with 
theological  seminary  attached,  all  con- 
tributing to  the  uplift  of  China.  As  a 
result  of  their  work  the  Chinese  costume 
is  being  replaced  by  the  American  dress. 
The  army  and  navy  and  the  boys  and 
girls  in  school  wear  American  clothing. 
This  will  secure  “the  dress  reform”  in 
the  near  future.  The  shaving  of  the  fore- 
head and  wearing  of  the  queue  are  grad- 
ually becoming  unpopular  and  destined 
to  cease.  The  practice  of  polygamy  is 
now  discouraged  and  monogamy  recog^ 
nized  as  the  better  way.  And  soon  they 
will  be  abreast  with  the  United  States 
which  prohibits  it  by  law,  but  tolerates 
the  existing  polygamous  marriages  in 
Utah.  The  practice  of  domestic  slavery 


is  fast  passing  into  disfavor  and  will  ulti- 
mately disappear.  The  education  of 
women  has  brought  about  a change  in  the 
attitude  of  society,  and  it  is  becoming 
popular  to  recognize  a Christian  woman 
as  the  equal  of  a Christian  man.  And 
the  abolition  of  foot  binding  for  girls  has 
and  is  doing  much  to  imbue  the  Chinese 
mind  with  the  truth  that  God  made  the 
man  and  the  woman  to  stand  on  the  same 
social  and  moral  and  spiritual  plane. 
These  secondary  reforms  are  the  by- 
products of  Christian  missions.  The 
order  from  the  throne  to  diminish  the 
importation  of  opium  until  it  shall  be 
abolished  in  ten  years  is  the  result  of 
Christian  forces,  which  blind  heathenism 
could  not  achieve.  The  acceptance  from 
Japan  of  their  “civil  service  reform”  and 
the  promise  of  a constitutional  govern- 
ment are  more  of  the  by-products  of 
Christianity.  “The  Awakening  of  China” 
is  taking  place  under  the  hand  of  the 
missionaries  and  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit 
sent  forth  by  the  reigning  Mediator. 

THE  CHRISTOCRACY  IS  THE  TRIUMPH  OF  FOR- 
EIGN MISSIONS. 

Bev.  Edwin  M.  Bliss,  in  his  book,  “The 
Missionary  Enterprise,”  relates  that  a 
well-known  missionary  entered  the  office 
of  a Foreign  Board  secretary  and  asked: 
“What  is  your  plan  for  the  conversion  of 
China?”  The  secretary  replied  by  stat- 
ing what  their  society  had  done  in  the 
Flowery  Kingdom.  Again  the  mission- 
ary asked:  “But  what  is  your  plan  for 
the  conversion  of  China?”  Then  the  sec- 
retary replied:  “I  suppose  the  different 

churches  must  follow  Kehemiah’s  plan  in 
rebuilding  the  walls  of  Jerusalem:  Every- 
one build  the  wall  over  against  his  own 
house/”  The  missionary  facetiously  re- 
marks: “We  parted,  each  thinking  the 

other  a crank.”  Then  the  author  ob- 
serves : “The  Missionary  Ecumenical 

Council  in  Kew  York  in  1900  recom- 
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mended  the  Nehemiah  method  as  the 
most  feasible  one  to  be  adopted  by  the 
Reformed  Churches  in  their  foreign  mis- 
sionary operations.  And  this  method  of 
each  branch  of  the  Church  having  its  own 
territory,  undisturbed  by  any  other,  has 
been  observed  with  Christian  fidelity. 
But  the  coming  World's  Mission  Confer- 
ence in  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  in  June, 
1910,  must  take  an  advance  step  and 
answer  the  question:  ‘How  can  the  Re- 
formed Churches  co-operate  in  the  for- 
eign field,  so  as  to  unify  the  work,  in- 
crease its  efficiency  and  set  before  the 
world  the  ideal  of  one  church  doing  the 
one  work  of  her  one  Lord  and  Saviour  ?'  " 
And  he  anticipates  that  the  answer  of 
the  Council  will  be:  “Let  the  Reformed 
Churches  at  home  be  federated,  and  let 
the  foreign  missions  be  co-ordinated  with 
a view  of  establishing  a native  church  in 
each  nation,  the  creed  and  polity  and 
worship  to  be  fashioned  after  their  own 
choice."  But  this  is  to  surrender  the 
Kingdom.  The  reply  of  the  Covenanter 
Church  is:  Let  the  Reformed  Churches 
return  to  the  original  basis  of  the  West- 
minster “Confession  of  Faith,"  “Form  of 
Church  Government"  and  “Manner  of 


Worship."  And  let  this  Psalm  singing, 
Covenanting,  Presbyterian  witnessing 
church  be  held  up  in  all  heathen  lands 
as  the  Scriptural  model  after  which  the 
converts  are  to  organize  their  churches. 

Moreover,  let  all  Christian  citizens 
unite  in  a general  National  Reform 
Movement,  to  make  a constitutional 
recognition  of  God  as  Sovereign,  Jesus 
Christ  as  Ruler,  the  Bible  as  supreme 
law,  and  the  true  Christian  religion  as 
the  nation's  life.  And  when  that  con- 
summation has  been  reached  in  our  land, 
a model  of  the  true  Christian  state  and 
the  true  Christian  Church  will  be  ready 
for  Christian  patriots  in  heathen  lands, 
who  desire  Christ's  kingly  claims  to  be 
recognized  in  their  own  country.  That 
is  the  plan  for  the  coming  Edinburgh 
Conference.  The  triumph  of  foreign  mis- 
sions is : “The  Kingdom  and  the  domin- 
ion and  the  greatness  of  the  Kingdom 
under  the  whole  heavens  shall  be  given  to 
the  people  of  the  saints  of  the  Most 
High."  The  consummation  is : “The 
Kingdoms  of  this  world  are  become  the 
Kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ." 


If  we  are  to  have  clean  government,  if  we  are  to  have  honest  finance,  not  merely 
in  Wall  Street,  but  in  any  part  of  America,  if  we  are  to  enjoy  those  rights  inalien- 
able with  which  our  Declaration  of  Independence  says  that  our  Creator  endowed  us, 
we  must  get  back  to  definite  religious  teachings  as  a part  of  our  children's  education, 
in  the  home  and  elsewhere.  Not  billion- dollar  Congresses  or  gigantic  crops  make 
for  the  true  advance  of  a people.  Now,  as  ever,  righteousness  exalteth  a nation. 
We  have  had  enough  of  quack  religions  and  political  cure-alls.  Let  us  get  back  to 
the  Ten  Commandments  and  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  which  is  the  beginning  of  wisdom. 
— The  Wall  Street  Journal. 


The  need  of  our  time  is  the  earnest  pursuit  of  Christian  life.  Not  one  of  us  was 
meant  to  be  an  echo  of  another  man  or  another  woman.  God  grant  that  every  one 
of  us  may  be  the  expression  of  His  divine  mind  through  to  the  end ; following  in  the 
path  that  He  has  marked  out  for  us;  and  responsible  to  Him.  That  spells  progress. 
May  God  give  us  of  His  grace  in  this  day  of  His  power,  to  be  willing. — J.  Douglas 
Adam. 
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Syria,  Latakia.— Dr.  J.  M.  Balph,  writ- 
ing Oct.  20,  tells  us  of  the  work  in  Gun- 
aimia,  and  other  matters : 

I am  sorry  that  I did  not  get  time  to 
write  you  as  I had  intended  doing  im- 
mediately after  our  return  from  Gun- 
aimia.  But  the  preparations  for  opening 
the  work;  and  other  things,  crowded  it 
out. 

We  spent  about  a month  there,  and 
were  very  comfortable  in  the  new  house. 
Although  we  have  not  yet  put  glass  in  the 
windows,  it  was  not  much  inconvenience 
to  us,  as  the  weather  was  warm  enough 
not  to  call  for  it.  We  have  sent  up  glass 
and  frames  for  one  window  in  each  room 
that  we  hope  to  get  put  in  before  winter, 
so  that  anyone  going  up  can  have  some 
light  and  be  protected  from  the  cold.  The 
cost  ran  something  over  what  I had  esti- 
mated, owing  to  the  fact  that  we  finished 
it  more  substantially  than  we  at  first  in- 
tended, and  consequently  we  were  not 
able  to  put  in  all  the  windows  this  year. 

We  had  two  Sabbath  meetings,  and 
Sabbath  School  every  Sabbath,  and  the 
midweek  prayer  meeting,  all  of  which 
were  well  attended,  although  many  of  the 
people  were  working  at  such  a distance 
that  they  could  not  always  be  present. 
Our  audiences  always  numbered  over  a 
hundred,  and  at  the  prayer  meeting  there 
were  seldom  less  than  fifty.  Miss  Edgar 
conducted  the  Sabbath  School  during  the 
time  she  was  there.  One  of  our  Latakia 
teachers,  Mr.  J ebra  George,  spent  the 
summer  there  and  rendered  good  help, 
conducting  the  Sabbath  services,  and  was 
very  acceptable  to  the  people. 

The  two  schools  conducted  there  had 
only  half  day  sessions  while  we  were  there, 


and  some  of  the  pupils  were  absent  on 
account  of  it  being  the  busy  season,  but 
the  schools  are  both  doing  very  fair  work. 
I inclose  you  a photo  of  the  teacher  of 


TEACHER  HANNIE  HASHOO  AND  PXJPILS. 

the  girls*  school  with  some  of  her  pupils, 


SOME  OF  GUNAIMIA  BRETHREN  AND  FAMILIES, 
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all  that  we  could  get  together  at  the  time 
that  the  picture  was  taken.  We  also  at- 
tempted to  get  a picture  of  the  boys* 
school,  but  it  was  a failure.  The  group 
consists  of  a number  of  members  there 
and  their  children,  and  while  this  is  only 
a small  part  of  the  whole  number,  it  is  a 
representative  picture. 

The  pictures  of  the  house  are  not  very 
satisfactory,  as  owing  to  the  situation  of 
it,  it  was  difficult  to  get  a picture  that 
would  show  more  than  one  side  of  the 
building. 


END  VIEW  OP  GUNAIMIA  HOUSE. 


As  I have  reported  before,  the  house 
is  30  by  20  feet,  the  lower. or  ground  floor 
being  the  room  used  for  preaching  ser- 
vices. 

The  second  story  is  divided  into  four 
rooms,  which  will  accommodate  a small 
family  very  nicely.  The  American  craze 
seems  to  have  struck  them,  and  we  have 
had  six  of  our  members  there  go  to  South 
America  this  fall.  It  is  unfortunate,  but 
seems  to  be  hard  to  prevent. 

The  hospital  was  opened  about  the  first 
of  October,  and  has  at  this  time  seven 


patients.  The  schools  are  both  going 
ahead  with  about  the  usual  number  of 
pupils.  We  miss  Mr.  McFarland  and 
family  very  much,  and  are  sorry  to  hear 
that  Mr.  Dodds  has  resigned,  and  we  fe$,r 


WSJ  SIDE  VIEW,  SHOWING  ENTRANCE  TO  UPPER  STORY. 

it  will  detain  Mr.  McFarland  in  that 
field.  We  were  very  glad  to  have  Mr. 
Stewart  and  family  with  us  again,  and  to 
have  our  number  increased  by  the  coming 
of  Miss  Crockett,  who  is  now  busy  at 
work  at  the  language.  All  our  circle  are 
well. 

Asia  Minor,  Mersina. — Writing  Oct. 
7,  1910,  Miss  Elma  French  sends  a few 
items : 

A very  pleasant  summers  vacation  has 
come  to  an  end,  and  we  have  begun  the 
work  of  another  year.  Our  Mission  Cir- 
cle spent  the  summer  in  G-uzne,  except 
Miss  Sterrett.  We  hoped  to  do  much 
studying,  but  our  teacher  had  fever, 
which  returned  about  every  ten  days  or 
two  weeks.  It  was  a disappointment  to 
us  because  it  is  difficult  to  study  much 
and  superintend  a school  in  the  winter, 
especially  when  we  have  to  teach  part  of 
each  day.  Eesponsibility  does  not  cease 
during  the  school  year. 
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The  vacation  was  most  pleasant,  but 
it  seems  good  te  be  at  work  again. 
School  opened  Tuesday.  There  are 
twenty  hoys  in  the  boarding  department 
and  more  will  be  in  to-morrow  or  Mon- 
day. The  Fellaheen  are  not  yet  in  be- 
cause they  wanted  to  remain  at  home 
with  their  friends  until  after  their  feast, 
which  ends  to-day.  I can  tell  you  more 
about  the  work  later,  after  we  get  well 
started. 

I was  invited  by  Miss  Vaughn,  one  of 
the  Had  jin  missionaries,  to  take  a trip 
to  Namroon,  in  July.  I was  very  glad 
to  accept  and  had  a most  pleasant  time. 
We  left  Gfuzne  Wednesday  morning  and 
■arrived  in  Kamroon  that  afternoon  about 
four  o’clock.  It  is  only  a seven-hour 
ride  on  horseback,  hut  we  did  not  hurry. 
I would  tell  you  which  direction  we  went 
if  I could,  but  I think  the  only  way  to 
give  you  an  idea  is  to  say  we  traveled 
north,  south,  east  and  west,  and  almost 
straight  down  and  then  up  again.  Nam- 
roon  is  about  a thousand  feet  higher 
than  Guzne.  We  ate  our  lunch  beside 
the  Cydnus  River.  It  was  a beautiful 
spot,  hut  what  a descent  to  get  to  it  and 
then  the  steep  mountain  we  had  to  climb 
after  crossing  the  water.  I saw  some  of 
the  most  beautiful  scenery  I ever  saw. 
It  was  almost  equal  to  Ireland.  I have 
never  been  able  to  find  words  to  describe 
Ireland,  and  I feel  so  about  the  scenery 
I saw  on  this  trip.  We  remained  in 
Namroon  a day  and  returned  to  Guzne 
the  third  day. 

On  Aug.  23  I came  to  Mersina,  and 
the  following  night  went  to  Alexan- 
dretta.  Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar  met  me  there 
and  took  me  to  Soukluk,  where  he  and 
Rev.  Samuel  Edgar  were  spending  the 
summer.  The  following  week  the  two 
ministers  and  I took  a trip  to  Suadia.  I 
had  often  wished  I could  go  to  Suadia 
and  Antioch,  and  was  glad  of  the  oppor- 


tunity. Some  of  our  pupils  come  from 
there  and  it  does  me  good  to.  meet  the 
children  in  their  homes. 

Suadia  is  a beautiful  place  in  the  dry 
season,  but  they  say  it  is  not  such  a pleas- 
ant place  when  the  rain  comes  and  the 
mud  is  deep. 

Mr.  S.  Edgar  thinks  we  Kansas  mis- 
sionaries ought  to  be  sent  there  because 
we  are  used  to  wading  in  mud.  I do  not 
know  that  we  like  mud  any  better  than 
those  who  are  used  to  paved  streets.  The 
thought  came  to  me  now  that  he,  too, 
was  used  to  mud  in  Ireland. 

As  I looked  over  the  country  I could 
not  help  thinking  what  a pity  it  is  so  un- 
healthy, and  that  the  people  do  not  know 
how  to  use  such  a land. 

We  arrived  there  Thursday  A.  M. 
about  half  past  ten  o’clock.  After  din- 
ner a few  of  the  native  brethren  called 
on  us  and  told  us  it  was  the  afternoon 
of  their  weekly  prayer  haeeting.  At 
four  o’clock  we  went  downstairs  to  the 
chapel. 

Friday  we  rested  and  entertained 
callers. 

Saturday  morning  we  went  to  visit  the 
ruins  of  Seleucia.  The  day  was  very  hot, 
but  we  enjoyed  the  visit.  As  we  walked 
through  the  large,  long  tunnel,  we  won- 
dered how  long  it  must  have  taken  to 
make  it,  and  why  it  was  there.  And  as 
we  looked  at  the  tombs  and  ruins  of  old 
walls  and  buildings,  we  thought  all  the 
architects  do  not  live  to-day.  Some  died 
centuries  ago,  but  the  ruins  of  their  works 
still  live. 

We  visited  the  pier  from  which  Paul  is 
said  to  have  sailed  to  Cyprus.  I am  sure 
it  does  not  look  like  it  did  in  Paul’s  day. 

Sabbath,  Rev.  S.  Edgar  preached  twice 
in  Arabic  and  the  rest  of  us  listened. 
Monday  we  visited  the  sick  and  some  of 
the  brethren. 

We  called  at  Daphni  on  our  way  home 
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on  Tuesday.  The  Arabic  name  for  this 
place  is  “House  of  Water."  The  water 
seems  to  start  near  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain, but  branches  out  all  over  its  side 
in  streams.  It  is  a beautiful  sight,  and 
ere  it  reaches  the  foot  of  the  mountain 
the  water  is  rushing  and  making  a great 
noise.  It  flows  into  a river  below.  The 
water  flows  through  a mill  house,  which 
is  about  half  way  down  the  mountain. 
Perhaps  one  who  has  been  in  this  coun- 
try long  enough  to  have  become  accus- 
tomed to  almost  everything  could  eat  the 
flour  made  here,  but  to  one  who  has  not, 
it  would  take  away  the  appetite.  We 
rested  here  about  two  hours,  and  ate  our 
lunch.  We  then  started  for  Antioch, 
where  we  spent  the  night,  both  going  to 
and  coming  from  Suadia.  Dr.  Martin 
and  family  were  in  Soukluk,  but  they 
gave  us  permission  to  sleep  in  their  house. 
The  following  day  we  left  early  for  Souk- 
luk. The  whole  trip  was  made  in  com- 
fort for  me,  but  the  gentlemen  both  came 
back  ill.  Rev.  S.  Edgar  was  able  to  come 
to  Alexandretta  a week  later.  I re- 
turned to  Mersina  Friday  morning,  Sept. 
16.  Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar  and  wife  came  two 
days  later. 

When  I reached  Mersina  I heard  that 
my  steamer  had  passed  one  in  the  night 
on  which  Miss  Sterrett  and  Dr.  Peoples 
were  sailing  for  Beirut  to  meet  the  French 
steamer  which  was  bringing  the  mission- 
aries to  our  field.  They  returned  on  the 
French  steamer  a week  later.  The  fol- 
lowing Wednesday  Dr.  Peoples  and  Miss 
I.  Evadne  Sterrett  were  married  in  Miss 
Sterrett’s  sitting  room  in  Mersina  at  11 
o’clock.  The  wedding  was  a very  quiet 
affair,  only  the  circle  here  and  the  Adana 
and  Tarsus  missionaries  (Dr.  Christie,  of 
Tarsus,  and  Rev.  Chambers  and  wife, 
also  Miss  Webb,  of  Adana).  Rev.  R.  E. 
Willson  performed  the  ceremony.  Rev. 
Chambers,  with  whom  Dr.  Peoples  was 


associated  in  Adana  in  the  relief  work, 
among  the  suffering  after  the  massacre, 
assisted.  The  evening  of  the  wedding  the 
newly  married  couple  rode  to  Guzne,  re- 
turning the  following  Tuesday  evening. 
This  is  the  second  wedding  we  have  had 
in  our  Mission  field  this  summer.  We 
were  very  glad  to  have  Rev.  and  Mrs.  J. 
D.  Edgar  with  us  for  a time,  and  to  have 
the  honor  and  the  privilege  of  attending 
their  wedding. 

You  might  be  interested  in  a story 
which  I heard  last  week.  A little  girl 
of  ten  years  entered  Miss  Sterrett’s 
school  more  than  twenty  years  ago.  She 
came  last  week  to  Mersina  the  first  time 
for  sixteen  years.  She  brought  with  her 
a little  daughter  to  put  in  the  school 
where  she  had  been  educated.  This  is 
the  story  she  told  us.  Just  after  the 
massacre  of  1895  she  became  engaged  to 
a Syrian  Protestant  minister.  He  gave 
her  a little  gilt-edged  Testament.  Last 
year  when  he  was  preparing  to  leave  for 
Adana  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  American  board  of  missionaries  and 
their  native  helpers,  which  was  in  ses- 
sion when  the  massacre  began,  he  said 
to  his  wife,  he  wished  he  had  a small 
Bible  to  carry  with  him.  She  gave  him 
this  little  Testament.  He  was  one  of 
the  ministers  who  were  killed.  The 
widow  remembered  the  book  and  wished 
that  some  time  she  might  have  it.  One 
day  a man  from  Kessab  saw  a man  selling 
books  in  the  streets  of  Adana  and 
thought  he  would  look  at  them.  He  saw 
this  book,  and  opening  it,  recognized  the 
writing  of  the  minister  in  Turkish  and 
of  his  wife  in  Arabic.  He  bought  it  and 
gave  it  to  the  widow.  Her  heart  was 
filled  with  joy  to  get  it,  and  now  she 
takes  great  delight  in  showing  it  to  her 
friends.  Her  mother  has  been  Rev. 
Kennedy’s  Bible  woman  for  some  years, 
and  now  she  is  in  Alexandretta  Mission. 
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China,  Tak  Hin^. — The  following  let- 
ter from  Bev.  J.  K.  Bobb,  written  Oct. 
14,  is  brimful  of  good  news : 

Our  week  of  special  services  came  to 
a close  on  Monday  morning  of  this  week. 
In  general  the  plan  followed  in  these 
services  was  similar  to  that  of  previous 
years.  That  is,  on  each  day  we  had  a 
morning  prayer  meeting  for  a half  hour, 
two  preaching  services,  one  forenoon  and 
the  other  afternoon,  and  an  evening 
meeting.  The  details  have  varied  some 
this  year  from  those  of  other  years. 
The  morning  prayer  meetings  were 
simply  for  prayer  and  praise,  very  few  re- 
marks being  made — those  that  were 
made  being  simply  explanatory  of  the 
topic  for  prayer.  The  chief  services, 
those  of  the  fore  and  afternoon,  con- 
sisted this  year  of  a study  of  the  gospel 
according  to  Mark,  two  chapters  a day. 
The  purpose  was  to  bring  the  life  of 
Christ  as  a whole  before  the  minds  of  the 
people,  and  thus  assist  them  to  a more 
clear  understanding  of  the  gospel  mess- 
age. The  evening  meetings  were  some- 
what varied  in  character.  On  several 
evenings  we  discussed  such  topics  as 
the  following:  Christian  Beneficence, 

Sabbath  Observance,  Christian  Work, 
and  on  the  remaining  evenings  we  dis- 
cussed matters  of  a more  spiritual  char- 
acter, such  as  would  assist  in  preparing 
for  the  observance  of  the  Sacrament. 
The  attendance  at  our  meetings  was 
good,  quite  as  large,  I think,  as  at  any 
previous  meetings  of  this  character. 
The  weather  was  delightful,  not  hot,  but 
warm  enough,  or  cool  enough  to  be  pleas- 
ant, and  to  prevent  undue  drowsiness 
during  service,  except  in  chronic  cases. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  there  are  some  who 
seem  able  to  compose  themselves  to 
slumber  under  almost  any  circumstances. 

A few  matters  connected  with  the 
services  seem  to  merit  special  attention. 


First,  I would  mention  the  attendance  at 
the  Sacrament  itself.  Ninety-two 
Chinese  and  ten  foreigners  sat  down  at 
the  table,  the  largest  attendance  that  we 
have  ever  had  on  a sacramental  occasion. 

The  reverential  spirit  shown  by  the 
whole  audience  during  the  sacramental 
hour  was  beautiful  to  see.  A solemn 
quiet  pervaded  the  place,  and  it  was  so 
marked  that  the  foreigners  and  some  of 
the  natives  remarked  about  it  afterward. 
The  going  to  and  from  the  tables  was 
very  orderly.  This  may  be  accounted  for 
partly  by  the  fact  that  our  members  are 
learning  better  how  it  should  be  done, 
and  I think  that  as-  they  come  to  know 
more  of  the  real  significance  of  the 
Sacrament  itself,  they  acquire  more  of 
the  spirit  of  reverence  in  the  celebra- 
tion of  it. 

We  are  thankful  for  the  increase  at 
this  time.  Three  men,  three  women, 
and  a little  blind  girl  were  baptized. 
This  is  not  so  large  an  accession  as  we 
have  had  at  other  times,  and  is  not  so 
large  as  we  had  hoped  for.  But  it  was 
large  enough  to  assure  us  again  that 
there  are  men  and  women  ready  to  con- 
fess His  name  before  the  world.  There 
were  a number  of  applicants  for  baptism 
who  are  not  yet  ready.  Many  are  seek- 
ing the  light,  and  the  promise  for  larger 
accessions  in  the  future  was  never  better 
than  at  present. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  occur- 
rence of  the  whole  week,  as  it  certainly 
was  the  most  gratifying  to  us,  was  the 
definite  promise  made  by  a large  num- 
ber of  our  members  to  do  something  dur- 
ing the  next  year  to  bring  others  to  the 
knowledge  of  Christ.  One  evening  was 
devoted  to  getting  this  matter  before  our 
people.  A few  of  the  best  posted  men 
talked  briefly  about  the  work  in  Korea, 
and  the  great  results  that  are  being  seen 
as  the  fruit  of  the  people’s  own  efforts 
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to  spread  the  gospel.  Three  lines  of 
work  were  then  suggested  to  our  people, 
and  those  who  were  willing  to  do  some- 
thing along  these  lines  were  asked  to 
stand  and  have  their  names  taken.  The 
first  query  was,  “Who  will  be  willing  to 
open  their  houses  for  services,  and  thus 
give  their  neighbors  an  opportunity  to 
hear  the  gospel  preached?”  To  this 
query  seventeen  men  and  women  re- 
sponded. The  second  query  was,  “Who 
will  promise  to  spend  a certain  time  dur- 
ing the  year  in  selling  gospels,  this  serv- 
ice to  be  given  free  ?”  To  this  there  was 
a response  from  seven  men,  most  of 
them  promising  to  spend  two  days  each 
month  in  selling  gospels.  The  third 
query  was,  “How  many  will  try  to  bring 
one  person  to  Christ  during  this  year  ?” 
And  to  this  there  was  a response  from 
fifty-four  men  and  women,  boys  and 
girls.  Then  the  free-will  offerings  this 
year  are  larger  than  those  of  last  by  al- 
most a half.  We  have  a few  members 
who  tithe,  and  others  who  are  working 
toward  that  proportion,  though  the  pro- 
gress in  some  cases  is  not  very  swift,  it 
must  be  admitted.  The  subscription  this 
year  is  not  at  all  the  measure  of  the 
people’s  ability,  and  we  had  hoped  be- 
forehand that  it  would  be  larger  than 
it  has  proven  to  be.  But  there  is  growth 
in  this  grace  also,  and  many  of  our 
people  are  giving  as  nearly  according  to 
their  ability  as  are  some  of  our  members 
in  the  home  churches. 

Another  matter  has  been  the  cause  of 
great  satisfaction  to  me  personally,  per- 
haps because  it  affects  my  work  more  di- 
rectly than  it  does  that  of  the  other  mis- 
sionaries. The  manner  in  which  our  ses- 
sion takes  hold  of  its  work  is  very  fine 
to  see.  This  session  is  unique,  not  only-in 
that  it  is  the  only  Chinese  session  of  which 
the  Covenanter  Church  can  boast,  but 
gfiso  in  that  it  has  some  original  methods 


of  doing  business.  For  example,  in  the 
examination  of  candidates  for  baptism, 
the  elders  take  the  leading  part,  the 
moderator  simply  asking  about  matters 
that  may  have  been  overlooked  by  them. 
This  plan  is  an  advantage  to  both  candi- 
dates and  to  the  moderator.  The  elders 
know  more  about  them,  their  manner  of 
life,  and  what  their  attainments  are  than 
the  moderator  can  possibly  know.  Then 
the  candidates  reply  more  freely  to  ques- 
tions put  to  them  by  men  of  their  own 
race  than  when  questioned  by  a foreign- 
er, and  I think  usually  acquit  themselves 
more  creditably.  The  clerk  of  session 
takes  the  names  of  all  candidates  for 
baptism,  their  place  of  residence,  learns 
whether  or  not  they  are  married,  and  if 
married,  how  many  children,  and 
whether  the  children  are  boys  or 
girls,  together  with  a long  list  of  ques- 
tions that  in  some  places  would  be  con- 
sidered as  entirely  out  of  place,  but 
which  may  be  asked  here  with  perfect 
propriety.  One  question  always  asked 
now  is,  “Who  taught  you  the  gospel?” 
The  replies  to  this  question  will  enable 
us  to  keep  tab  on  who  is  doing  the  work. 
Before  we  had  an  organization  it  had  not 
occurred  to  me  just  how  greatly  the  pres- 
ence and  co-operation  of  the  elders  would 
assist  in  doing  what  had  grown  to  be  a 
rather  arduous  piece  of  work,  namely, 
the  examination  of  so  many  candidates. 
The  assistance  of  the  elders  has  also 
served  to  add  much  to  the  dignity  of  sac- 
ramental occasions.  Until  the  time  when 
we  had  elders,  assistance  in  serving  the 
tables  was  given  by  the  ministers  present 
who  were  not  conducting  the  service. 
We  did  not  know  until  we  saw,  how  much 
the  native  elders  did  to  make  the  scene 
both  attractive  and  impressive.  A native 
pastor  to  conduct  the  service  would  make 
the  scene  complete. 

One  circumstance  was  regrettable. 
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Just  a few  days  before  the  services  be- 
gan, an  old  man,  one  of  our  members, 
died.  Several  of  our  native  workers 
were  closely  related  to  him.  His  death 
made  it  necessary  for  two  of  them,  men 
on  whom  we  were  depending  for  sub- 
stantial help  during  the  services,  to  he 
absent  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
week.  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb  had  not  been  well 
enough  to  attend  to  his  own  work  for  a 
while,  and  his  assistance  during  the  week 
was  missed.  So  extra  work  fell  on  those 
who  had  not  been  given  much  oppor- 
tunity for  preparing,  and  so  the  work 
done  was  not  so  well  done  as  if  the  origi- 
nal program  had  been  carried  out.  But 
the  Chinese  are  not  hypercritical,  and 
imperfections  were  overlooked. 

We  start  in  on  our  winter’s  work  with 
much  to  encourage  us:  The  rough  places 
are  not  all  made  plain  and  smooth,  and 
we  have  many  things  to  face  that  we 
wish  might  he  otherwise.  But  the  ob- 
stacles are  within  quite  as  often  as  with- 


out, and  those  within  are  sometimes 
harder  to  surmount  than  the  ones  that 
are  without.  We  need  the  prayers  of  the 
Church  at  home  that  we  may  he  made 
“sufficient”  for  the  great  task  that  con- 
fronts us,  and  that  seems  to  grow  greater 
as  we  come  to  know  more  of  what  it  real- 
ly is.  We  hope  and  pray,  and  desire  the 
home  Church’s  co-operation  in  our  hopes 
and  prayers,  that  our  plans  for  work 
during  the  coming  year  may  not  come  to 
nought,  hut  may  rather  he  for  the 
furtherance  of  the  gospel  in  this  land. 

The  health  of  the  missionaries,  with 
the  exception  of  Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  is 
good,  and  he  is  hopeful  of  an  early  re- 
covery. Dr.  Ida  Scott  has  not  returned 
from  her  vacation.  We  hope  that  her 
lengthened  stay  at  the  coast  will  give 
her  complete  restoration  to  usual  health. 

Our  out-coming  missionaries  are  ex- 
pected in  Hong  Kong  on  Tuesday  next. 
We  will  give  them  a glad  welcome. 


Our  missionaries  who  sailed  from  Vancouver,  September  20,  1910,  including  Rev. 
and  Mrs.  Julius  A.  Kempf,  Mrs.  J.  M.  Wright  and  her  son  Paul,  Miss  Rose  Huston 
and  Mrs.  Margaret  Doig,  reached  Hong  Kong  October  18.  All  well  and  in  fine  spirits. 


ax  home:. 


Massachusetts,  Boston. — The  Ladies’ 

Missionary  Society  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
held  an  all-day  session  on  Nov.  3.  As  it 
was  the  annual  business  meeting,  officers 
were  elected  for  the  coming  year.  The 
Treasurer,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Spragg,  read  a re- 
port. which  showed  the  finances  of  our 
society  to  be  in  a very  satisfactory  con- 
dition. We  have  at  present  an  enrollment 
of  twelve,  eight  of  whom  are  active  mem- 
bers. 


We  are  hoping  that  others  will  feel  it 
to  be  their  duty,  as  well  as  their  privilege, 
to  join  our  ranks,  and  give  of  their  time 
and  means  to  the  good  work.  At  present 
we  are  making  garments  for  the  Southern 
Mission,,  and  hope  ere  long  to  have  a box 
on  its  way.  As  a society,  we  acknowledge 
God’s  goodness  in  permitting  us  to  have 
a part  in  the  great  work  of  Missions. 

Mrs.  T.  B.  Fenwick, 

Bee.  Sec'y. 
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FOR  THE  CROWN  OF  OUR  LORD. 

Every  one  who  reads  the  Bible  and 
thinks  on  what  he  reads  must  admit  that 
it  emphasizes  the  mediatorial  supremacy 
of  Christ  in  civil  as  well  as  ecclesiastical 
affairs.  It  asserts  that  His  authority, 
wide  as  the  universe,  is  a dominion  that 
shall  not  pass  away,  and  His  kingdom  a 
sovereignty  that  shall  never  be  de- 
stroyed. This  truth,  dear  to  the  Chris- 
tian heart  and  central  in  the  teachings 
of  Scripture,  shall  yet  be  an  established 
fact  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Ho 
proof  of  the  statement  is  necessary.  It 
is  the  constant  theme  of  prophecy,  cer- 
tain of  fulfilment  because  resting  on  the 
repeated  assurance  of  Him  Who  cannot 
be  false  to  His  word.  Nor  is  there  want- 
ing cheering  evidence  that  the  time  is  at 
hand. 

Recently  there  was  held  in  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  a World’s  Christian  Citizen- 
ship Conference,  to  consider  the  claim 
of  Christ  to  the  allegiance  of  nations. 
For  five  days  this  question  was  discussed 
in  papers  of  varying  excellence  from  a 
literary  point  of  view,  but  all  of  them 
ringing  true  to  the  keynote  of  the  con- 
vention. There  was  no  controversy,  for 
the  delegates  were  of  one  mind  and 
heart,  standing  shoulder  to  shoulder  in 
contending  for  the  great  truth  that 
nations  are  moral  entities  and,  as  the 
responsible  subjects  of  God,  are  under 
obligation  to  confess  His  authority  as 
the  moral  governor  of  the  universe,  and 
that  allegiance  and  worship  can  only  be 
rendered  to  Him  in  the  person  of  His 
Son.  There  was  no  discordant  note. 
The  interest  in  this  unique  gathering 
was  seen  in  the  large  attendance  not 
only  of  delegates,  but  of  visitors.  Even 


at  the  morning  session,  when  it  is  more 
inconvenient  than  at  any  other  part  of 
the  day  to  attend  a public  meeting,  it 
would  be  a conservative  estimate  to  say 
that  half  of  the  seats  in  a spacious 
church-edifice  were  occupied.  On  Thurs- 
day evening  the  Academy  of  Music  was 
filled  with  an  enthusiastic  audience  of 
probably  more  than  2,500  people. 

Perhaps  the  first  thing  that  impressed 
one  was  the  presence  of  so  many  think- 
ing men.  There  were  among  its  dele- 
gates, who  took  a prominent  part  in  the 
exercises,  presidents  and  professors  of 
colleges,  secretaries  of  influential  soci- 
eties, representative  missionaries  resi- 
dent in  foreign  countries,  editors  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel.  These  men 
came  from  widely  separated  parts  of  the 
United  States,  from  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  and  from  across  the  seas,  and 
are  the  educators  and  leaders  of  the  com- 
munities where  they  live.  Under  the  in- 
fluence of  their  teachings  society  will 
come  to  think  with  them  on  this  ques- 
tion of  ever-present  interest  and  im- 
portance. One  Sabbath  morning  a young 
man,  a Unitarian,  living  in  a rural  dis- 
trict where  there  was  no  Unitarian  or- 
ganization, dropped  into  a little  Cove- 
nanter Church  not  far  from  his  home. 
Pleased  with  the  sermon,  he  determined 
to  go  regularly,  receiving,  as  he  said  on 
relating  his  experience,  what  he  believed 
to  be  true  and  rejecting  what  was  con- 
trary to  his  preconceived  ideas  of  the 
truth.  But  as  the  preacher  was  a man 
of  an  impressive  personality  and  a 
trained  logician,  he  soon  found  that  he 
would  either  have  to  give  up  attending 
the  Covenanter  Church  or  accept  the 
teachings  of  its . minister.  Wisely  de- 
ciding to  remain,  he  became  convinced 
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that  Unitarianism  was  not  Scriptural, 
avowed  his  faith  in  the  Supreme  Deity 
of  Jesus  Christ,  was  received  into  the 
membership  of  the  congregation,  and 
afterward  served  as  an  elder,  highly  es- 
teemed to  the  day  of  his  death.  Hence 
the  importance  of  having  as  the  leaders 
and  educators  of  society  men  who  are 
thinking  along  right  lines  and  have  cor- 
rect views  of  revealed  truth.  If  they 
put  honor  on  Christ,  those  who  are 
under  their  instruction  will  he  led  to 
feel  and  manifest  similar  respect  for  His 
character  and  claims.  One  naturally  re- 
calls the  children  of  Issachar  when  that 
tribe  came  to  Hebron,  with  other  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation,  to  make  David 
King.  Their  leaders  were  men  that 
“had  understanding  of  the  times  to 
know  what  Israel  ought  to  do.”  Though 
numerically  few,  only  two  hundred  men, 
their  good  sense  enabled  them  to  grasp 
the  situation  and  perceive  the  course 
that  should  be  taken;  and  “all  their 
brethren  were  at  their  commandment.” 
Another  thing  that  impressed  the 
writer  was  the  magnificent  faith  of  the 
men  who  took  a prominent  part  in  the 
conference.  A little  more  than  a gen- 
eration ago  a few  men,  Christians  and 
patriots,  and  patriots  because  Christians, 
met  and  organized  an  association  to  ad- 
vocate three  great  truths,  interlinked 
and  inseparable,  God  the  source  of  all 
power,  Christ  the  King  of  Nations  in 
His  mediatorial  capacity,  and  the  Bible 
the  rule  of  national  as  well  as  individual 
life,  and  to  secure,  if  possible,  an  em- 
bodiment of  these  basal  principles  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  As 
the  result  of  their  witness  bearing,  many 
have  joined  their  ranks.  Contrasted 
with  the  multitudes  that  favor  the  secu- 
lar theory  of  civil  government,  they  are 
still  comparatively  a feeble  band.  But 
with  splendid  self-effacement  they  con- 


tinue to  avow  their  fealty  to  Christ  as 
King  and  to  maintain,  as  was  declared 
more  than  once  during  the  conference, 
that  the  United  States  must  either  con- 
sent to  have  Him  wear  the  crown  that 
the  eternal  Father  has  placed  upon  His 
head,  or  suffer  the  fate  of  other  nations 
that  were  forced  in  the  history  of  the 
past  to  make  way  for  His  coming.  As 
some  one  has  written,  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  philosophy  of  politics  or 
in  the  nostrums  of  sociology  to  save  the 
nation. 

It  may  be  asked,  what  can  so  few  do 
in  the  presence  of  an  enemy  that  is 
desecrating  the  Sabbath,  filling  the  land 
with  vice  and  immorality,  causing  the 
Holy  Name  to  be  blasphemed  in  countries 
with  which  we  have  commercial  relations 
and  even  making  pulpits  false  to  their 
trust?  The  answer  is,  they  can  believe 
in  God  and  preach  the  preaching  that 
He  bids  them.  What  can  so  few  do? 
When  Jesus  would  convert  the  world, 
He  set  apart  a few  men,  destitute  of 
human  learning  and  secular  influence, 
put  the  gospel  into  their  hands  and  told 
them  to  go  and  make  disciples  of  all 
nations,  teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  He  had  commanded. 
What  was  the  result?  The  truth  took 
root  and  grew,  and  no  form  of  opposi- 
tion could  destroy  it.  What  can  so  few 
do  ? Amid  the  darkness  and  corruptions 
of  papal  ascendancy  in  Europe,  Luther 
and  his  associates  proclaimed  the  gospel 
in  its  purity,  and  the  Deformation  of  the 
sixteenth  century  triumphed  gloriously 
over  all  adversaries.  What  can  so  few 
do?  On  the  morning  of  June  22,  1680, 
twenty  men  rode  up  the  High  Street  of 
Sanquhar,  and  after  prayer  and  praise, 
their  leader,  Bichard  Cameron,  read 
aloud  from  the  market  cross  of  that 
ancient  burg  a declaration,  deposing  the 
reigning  monarch  as  “having  forfeited 
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several  years  before  all  right,  title  or 
interest  in  the  crown  of  Scotland.”  How 
childish,  one  says.  Yet  that  declaration 
set  in  motion  a series  of  political  changes 
in  the  nation,  and  in  1688  the  act  of 
Cameron  and  his  loyal  followers  was  re- 
peated on  a grander  scale,  and  historians 
write  it  down  as  the  “glorious  revolu- 
tion.” The  Covenanters,  hunted  as  par- 
tridges on  the  mountains,  their  lives  in 
perpetual  peril,  sacrificed  all  that  was 
dear  to  flesh  and  blood  rather  than  be 
false  to  the  Crown  of  Christ,  and  it  was 
their  earnest  contendings  that  gave  birth 
to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  What  can 
so  few  do?  They  can  believe  Christ, 
when  He  says,  after  inviting  the  whole 
world  to  Himself*  as  the  only  Saviour, 
“I  have  sworn  by  Myself,  the  word  is 
gone  out  of  My  mouth  in  righteousness, 
and  shall  not  return,  that  unto  Me  every 
knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall 
swear.” 

God  bless  these  Reformers  in  their 
self-sacrificing  efforts  to  enlighten  the 
intelligence  and  quicken  the  conscience 
of  this  great  nation,  that  it  may  be  led 
to  bow  at  the  feet  of  Him  Who  is  the 
Prince  of  the  Kings  of  the  earth.  The 
Lord  increase  their  faith. 

Yet  another  thing  impressed  the 


writer,  and  that  was  the  reverence  for 
God  that  marked  the  convention.  Every 
session  was  prefaced  with  a season  of 
prayer.  It  is  on  the  knees  that  results 
are  accomplished  and  victories  won.  It 
was  when  the  disciples  continued  with 
one  accord  in  prayer  and  supplication, 
that  the  Spirit  was  poured  out  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost  and  a work  of  grace  be- 
gun that  is  to  issue  in  the  conversion  of 
the  world.  It  is  not  to  the  reasoning  of 
Peter  but  to  prayer  in  the  upper  room 
that  we  are  to  trace  the  conversion  of 
three  thousand  under  one  sermon.  And 
so  it  has  been  all  down  the  history  of  the 
Church.  Every  season  of  Reformation 
and  of  revival  has  begun  in  the  closet 
and  the  social  prayer  meeting.  Every 
one  remembers  the  thrice-repeated  pe- 
tition of  John  Knox,  “Give  me  Scotland 
or  I die,”  and  he  was  honored  to  effect 
a mighty  revolution  in  that  kingdom 
and  to  Jeave  the  impress  of  his  own  mind 
and  heart  on  its  institutions.  David 
Livingstone  spent  his  last  hours  in  plead- 
ing for  Africa,  passing  into  the  very 
presence  of  God  with  prayer  upon  his 
lips,  and  that  is  the  reason  that  Living- 
stonia  is  to-day  a veritable  garden  of  the 
Lord.  Prayer  is  power. 

— Editorial. 


No  human  being  has  ever  attained  to  such  high  standards  of  living  that  there  was 
nothing  higher  to  work  for.  What  a blessing  this  is ! For  there  is  no  such  joy  in  life 
as  the  reaching  out  after  high  standards  and  working  toward  them.  Those  who  are 
content  to  live  by  any  lower  standard  than  the  highest  that  they  can  conceive  of  know 
nothing  of  the  real  zest  and  joy  of  life,  of  course.  “Aren’t  your  high  standards  sometimes 
a strain?”  was  asked  of  a man  who  was  making  an  effort  to  move  toward  such  stand- 
ards. “No,  indeed,”  was  the  instant  reply;  it’s  low  standards  that  make  the  strain.” 
Those  who  are  closest  to  God  show  the  least  strain  in  their  lives.  The  only  real  strain 
in  life  is  the  tug  of  pulling  away  from  God.  The  more  nearly  we  get  into  oneness  with 
Him  and  His  will,  the  more  completely  we  have  God  and  the  universe  working  with 
us,  instead  of  against  us.  It  is  the  way  of  the  transgressor  that  is  hard.  Christ’s 
yoke  is  the  only  strain-easing  harness  w^e  can  ever  wear.  But  we  can  always  discover 
ways  of  fitting  our  lives  into  it  more  perfectly,  and  this  is  His  never-ceasing  invita- 
tion, to  greater  joy. — Examiner. 
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Mrs.  T.  H.  Acheson  and  Mrs.  J.  S.  Martin,  Editors. 


MISSION  STUDY. 

Conducted  by  Mrs.  F.  M.  Wilson. 

WESTERN  WOMEN  IN  EASTERN  LANDS. 

LESSON  III.— CHAPTER  III. 

Agencies  employed: 

I.  — Schools. 

1.  Difficulties  in  establishing  them; 
language  to  learn;  buildings  to  provide; 
pupils  to  secure;  confidence  to  win. 

2.  Progress. 

3.  Importance. 

a.  Great  evangelizing  agencies. 

b.  A lever  for  overturning  wrong  ideas 
and  customs  concerning  women. 

c.  Educating  girls  the  quickest  method 
of  elevating  home  life  in  the  East. 

d.  Agencies  for  postponement  * of  mar- 
riage and  physical  betterment  of  girls. 

e.  Train  leaders  for  the  future. 

II.  — Home  work. 

1.  Zenana  work — origin  and  develop- 
ment— methods — importance ; Zenana  par- 
ties. 

2.  Bible  women  — training  — advant- 
ages. 

III.  — Medical  work. 

1.  Need  of  medical  missions. 

a.  Oriental  medicine — needs  of  women. 

2.  Call  for  women  physicians. 

a.  First  response;  beginnings  in  India; 
appeals  to  America;  pioneer  medical  mis- 
sionaries. 

3.  Hospitals — trained  nurses  — native 
women  doctors. 

4.  Value  of  medical  work. 

a.  It  softens  native  prejudice. 

b.  Elevates  status  of  women. 

c.  Inculcates  higher  ideals  of  home  life. 

d.  Demonstrates  Christianity. 

e.  An  evangelizing  agency. 


IV.  — Women  evangelists. 

V.  — Philanthropic  agencies. 

1.  Leper  hospitals  and  homes. 

2.  Orphanages. 

3.  Schools  for  defectives. 

4.  Schools  for  mutes. 

5.  Training  in  sanitation. 

6.  Lady  Dufferin  hospitals;  origin;  ob- 
ject. 

7.  Literary  work. 

HINTS  FOR  LEADERS. 

So  much  in  Chapter  III  that  several 
lessons  could  be  made  of  it. 

If  you  wish  to  emphasize  the  facts  in 
the  chapter,  have  them  woven  into  talks 
by  six  women,  who  could  each  choose  one 
of  these  subjects:  1.  Why  I decided  to 

be  a missionary  teacher.  2.  Why  I be- 
came a Zenana  worker.  3.  Why  I chose 
to  go  out  as  a medical  missionary.  4. 
Why  I would  like  to  be  a trained  nurse 
in  Dhina.  5.  Why  I became  an  evange- 
list in  the  mission  field.  6.  Why  I be- 
lieve in  pushing  philanthropic  forms  of 
mission  work. 

The  friendly  rivalry  by  which  each 
tries  to  emphasize  the  importance  of  her 
form  of  work  will  keep  the  society  awake. 

A member  gifted  with  a good  imagina- 
tion could  describe  a visit  to  some  mission 
with  a school  and  hospital. 

Get  pictures  of  mission  schools  and  hos- 
pitals, if  possible,  and  display  them. 

The  society  might  divide  into  two 
forces — one  ready  to  maintain  that 
schools  are  a more  powerful  evangelizing 
agency  than  hospitals;  the  other,  the  re- 
verse. A number  of  minute  speeches 
could  be  made  on  the  points  in  outline 
under  “3.  Importance,”  and  “4.  Value  of 
medical  work.” 

This  lesson  gives  opportunity  to  con- 
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centrate  on  onr  denominational  work. 
Charts  will  help  here.  After  a word  of 
explanation,  they  can  talk  through  the 
entire  meeting. 

On  the  map  mark  our  schools  and  hos- 
pitals b}r  a tiny  flag,  a star  or  a pin. 

Copy  the  sections  for  schools  and  med- 
ical work  in  our  Chinese  Mission  from 
Mr.  Kempf’s  chart  in  Olive  Trees,  July, 
1910,  page  159. 

On  a.  large  sheet  of  paper  show  the 
number  of  missionaries  ten  years  ago — 
Minutes  of  Synod,  1900,  page  102 — and 
the  number  to-day.  The  ratio  may  be 
shown  to  the  eye  by  strips  of  paper  pasted 
on  or  by  heavy  lines  drawn,  one  inch 
representing  one  missionary.  The  point 
to  emphasize  is  whether  there  has  been 
growth  and  how  much. 

To  illustrate  the  dearth  of  physicians 
in  non-Christian  lands,  get  an  outline 
map  of  the  United  States — any  school- 
boy can  draw  it — and  paste  thirty-six 
small  stars  on  it  to  represent  the  number 
of  doctors  we  would  be  entitled  to  if  our 
jDroportion  was  no  better  than  theirs,  one 
doctor  for  every  two  and  a half  millions. 

In  India  35,000,000  young  people  are 
of  school  age.  Only  5,000,000  have  any 
educational  facilities.  Indicate  this  by 
an  oblong,  7 inches  one  way  by  5 the  other. 
Mark  in  squares,  each  representing  1,000,- 
000.  Color  five  squares  red.  Leave  the 
others  blank. 

Have  a season  of  prayer  for  the  work- 
ers and  the  work. 

Our  Thank-offering  Secretary,  Mrs.  J. 
E.  Copeland,  has  been  compelled  to  re- 
sign on  account  of  continued  ill  health. 
She  is  at  present  in  Columbia  Hospital, 
undergoing  treatment.  Miss  Emma 
Slater,  of  Wilkinsburg,  has  been  chosen 
to  take  up  the  work  so  ably  begun  by  Mrs. 
Copeland. 


REPORT  OF  LATAKIA  CHURCH  BUILD* 
ING  FUND. 

Amt.  reported  to  Sept.  30,  1910. $3167.03 
Oct.  1.  Northwood,  O.,  per  Mrs. 

Mary  E.  Qua 26.00 

Oct.  3.  Topeka,  Kans.,  per  Miss 

Elizabeth  Smiley 10.00 

Oct.  13.  Bovina,  N.Y.,  L.  M.  So- 
ciety, $10 ; Bovina  Sabbath 
School,  $22.52;  Total  per  Mrs. 

W.  G.  Robb,  Treas 32.52 

Oct.  14.  L.  M.  S.  of  Almonte, 

Canada,  per  Mrs.  J.  Waddell.  5.00 

Oct.  15.  St.  Johns,  U.  B.,  Can., 

per  Miss  G.  D.  Morrow 15.50 

Oct.  19.  S.  S.  of  Old  Bethel,  111., 
per  H.  S.  Walker,  Treas 25.00 


Total  to  Oct.  31,  1910 $3281.05 

Mrs.  J.  R.  Copeland, 
Parnassus , Pa.  Treasurer. 


MISSION  STUDY  DIAGRAM. 


Growth  in  membership  of  mission  study 
classes  based  on  the  sale  of  text- 
books. 


Mrs.  Wm.  J.  Ward. 


Women's  Department. 
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About  one  month  ago,  Anna,  the  five- 
year-old  daughter  of  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R. 
A.  Blair,  was  stricken  with  infantile 
paralysis.  There  has  been  some  im- 
provement in  her  condition,  but  both 
limbs  are  still  paralyzed.  We  ask  for 
them  the  prayers  of  the  entire  Church 
in  this  added  affliction.  May  the  Lord 
grant  full  restoration  to  health  and 
strength. 

On  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  6,  Mrs. 
Henry  Easson  and  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Wilson  Merriman,  of  College  Hill,  gave 
a reception  in  honor  of  Miss  Mattie  R. 
Wylie,  our  senior  missionary  in  the 
Syria,  Asia  Minor,  field.  There  were 
some  seventy-five  guests,  representing 
our  three  Beaver  Falls  congregations. 
The  afternoon  passed  away  very  pleas- 
antly. Mrs.  Easson  has  always  been 
known  for  her  hospitality,  and  Mrs. 
Merriman  has  not  only  inherited  her 
mother’s  character,  but  is  the  heir  as 
well  of  a father  whose  memory  is  held 
dear  among  the  people  of  Northern 
Syria  for  the  sincerity  and  quiet  good- 
ness with  which  he  ministered  to  them 
through  years  of  toilsome  and  discourag- 
ing sowing  of  the  “precious  seed”  of  the 
gospel. 

Mrs.  Merriman,  assisted  by  Mrs.  J.  Y. 
Downie  and  Master  Donald  Martin, 
served  her  guests  with  the  dainty 
refreshments  that  she  had  prepared. 

Among  those  present  were  the  fol- 
lowing missionaries,  retired  or  on  fur- 
lough: Mrs.  David  Metheny,  of  Latakia 
and  Mersina;  Mrs.  Walter  McCarroll,  of 
Geelong  and  Larnaca;  Miss  Lily  Mc- 
Knight,  of  Apache;  Mrs.  R.  A.  Blair,  of 
Tak  Hing  Chau,  and  Miss  Metheny,  of 
Alexandretta. 

To  all  those  present,  but  more  espe- 


cially, perhaps,  to  these  fellow-mission- 
aries, it  was  a delight  to  see  the  great 
improvement  in  the  health  of  the  guest 
of  honor,  which  gives  good  promise  of 
her  return  to  Latakia,  where  she  has 
been  stationed  since  1875. 

E.  Metheny. 

The  girls’  school  building  in  Latakia  is 
three  stories  high,  and  the  apartments 
for  the  ladies  in  charge  of  the  school  are 
on  the  third  floor.  It  is  a delightful 
place  up  there.  The  air  is  pure,  the 
scenery  beautiful,  the  rooms  large  and 
pleasant.  From  every  room  can  be  seen 
both  mountain  and  sea.  Yet  people  are 
never  quite  satisfied.  It  is  a weary  climb 
up  the  long  stairs  to  reach  that  third 
story.  Some  of  the  missionaries  have 
talked  about  an  elevator  for  a long  time, 
but  always  decided  that  it  would  not 
work.  At  length  a German  architect 
from  Haifa  said  it  could  be  put  in  if  we 
could  find  one  that  could  be  worked  by 
hand.  A returned  missionary  and  some 
other  friends  interested  themselves  in 
finding  such  a machine.  Another  kind 
friend,  hearing  of  the  need,  sent  the 
money  for  it.  It  was  purchased  and  sent 
out,  reaching  there  after  I left  last 
March.  I have  learned  from  the  mission- 
aries that  it  has  been  put  in.  As  long 
as  the  school  building  stands,  the  name  of 
the  donor,  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Brown,  of  New 
Alexandria,  will  be  held  in  loving,  grate- 
ful remembrance.  We  wish  in  this  way 
to  publicly  thank  her.  Whatever  is  done 
to  help  the  workers  for  Christ,  He  con- 
siders done  for  Him,  and  He  will  give  to 
such  His  reward. 

Mattie  R,  Wylie. 

A conference  of  the  Women’s  Mission- 
ary Society  of  Pittsburg  Presbytery 
was  held  in  the  Eighth  Street  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  Pittsburg,  Pa., 
Nov.  8.  The  program  for  the  afternoon 
consisted  of  helpful  papers  on  Mission 
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Study  Classes,  Mission  Band  Work, 
Thank-offerings,  Our  Literature,  Our 
Women’s  Department  in  Olive  Trees. 
Each  paper  was  followed  by  discussion. 
At  the  close  of  the  program  the  “Social 
Hour”  filled  an  important  place  in  the 
rich  feast  of  the  day.  The  evening  pro- 
gram opened  with  a praise  service  led  by 
the  young  people.  We  were  favored  by 
having  two  of  our  missionaries  with  us, 
Miss  Mattie  Wylie,  of  Syria,  and  Mrs. 
Walter  McCarroll,  of  Cyprus,  each  of 
whom  gave  an  impressive  address.  Miss 
Wylie  told  of  her  work  and  answered  a 
number  of  questions  of  special  interest  to 
the  Church.  While  listening  to  her  en- 
thusiastic words,  one  could  not  but  be 
impressed  with  the  thought  that  she  had 
“fuel  for  her  missionary  zeal.”  She  said 
that  after  her  thirty-five  years  of  labor 
by  which  she  had  obtained  experimental 
knowledge  of  the  trials  and  difficulties 
that  fall  to  the  lot  of  a missionary  in  the 
foreign  field,  if  she  were  given  the  privi- 
lege of  again  choosing  her  field  of  labor, 
she  would  choose  Latakia. 

Mrs.  McCarroll,  in  her  characteristic 
manner,  gave  her  first  impressions  of 
Cyprus,  when,  seven  years  ago,  she,  with 
her  husband  and  children,  reached 
Larnaca  after  a journey  of  five  months 
from  Australia  to  this  new  field  of  labor. 
She  told  of  the  climate,  the  people,  the 
manner  of  life,  the  work  of  the  mis- 
sionary, and  the  difficulties  encountered. 
She  spoke  of  the  trials  of  converts  to 
Protestant  Christianity.  When  a native 
gives  up  his  religion  he  loses  his  nation- 
ality, and  most  of  them  are  patriotic 
enough  to  wish  to  retain  this. 

Profound  interest  was  manifested  by 
the  audience  throughout  the  conference, 
and  the  feeling  prevailed  that  new 
visions  had  been  obtained  of  the  work  in 
the  foreign  field  and  of  our  responsibility 
for  its  support.  Mrs.  E.  C.  Wylie. 


IN  BEHALF  OF  “OLIVE  TREES.” 

We  desire  to  make  a special  appeal  to 
all  the  women’s  missionary  societies, 
and  to  all  the  women  of  the  Eeformed 
Presbyterian  Church  to  aid  us  in  an  im- 
mediate and  vigorous  effort  to  enlarge 
the  subscription  list  of  Olive  Trees. 

First. — It  is  the  special  missionary 
magazine  of  our  Church.  It  is  replete 
with  important  missionary  articles  and 
with  news  from  the  field  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  connects  the  home  and 
foreign  field  to  the  great  advantage  of 
both. 

Second. — Dr.  Sommerville,  the  editor 
and  publisher,  has  not  only  given  much 
time  and  effort  to  the  noble  work  of 
issuing  this  magazine,  but  has  evidently 
made  great  financial  sacrifice  in  its  pub- 
lication. Is  it  not  clearly  our  duty,  and 
is  it  not  our  desire,  to  co-operate  more 
fully  and  practically  with  him  ? 

Third — Olive  Trees  has  now  a 
Women’s  Department,  which  affords  us 
particular  opportunity  for  expressing 
our  views,  for  developing  a special  mis- 
sionary interest  among  women,  and  for 
guiding  our  efforts  in  this  great  field. 
This  department  in  the  magazine  has  en- 
couraging possibilities  for  us. 

Fourth. — How  is  the  time  to  secure 
subscriptions.  Dr.  Sommerville  requires 
all  subscriptions  to  end  with  the  calen- 
dar year.  The  price  of  the  magazine  is 
one  dollar,  and  those  who  subscribe  at 
once  will  receive  thirteen  issues,  includ- 
ing December  of  this  year,  for  one  dollar. 

Will  you  not  take  this  matter  up  in 
your  society  at  once? 

Ask  your  pastor  to  make  a careful  and 
full  announcement.  Write  it  out  and 
put  it  in  his  hands. 

Yours  in  behalf  of  the  Master  and  His 
needy  fields, 


Magazine  Committee. 


Editorial  Notes. 
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Olive  Trees  has  had  registered  as  its 
cable  address: 

“Olivtrees,  New  York.” 

Any  one  in  the  foreign  fields  having 
an  item  of  special  interest  to  communi- 
cate to  the  churches,  such  as  arrival  of 
missionaries,  number  of  new  converts  at 
a given  communion,  serious  illness,  or 
any  other  matter  that  should  not  have  to 
wait  for  the  monthly  letter,  may  use  this 
address  and  charge  expense  to  the  ac- 
count of  Olive  Trees,  which  will  remit 
through  the  ordinary  channels.  Corre- 
spondents will  kindly  remember  to  send 
their  messages  “Via  Commercial.” 

The  following  Circular  was  mailed 
early  in  November  to  every  settled  min- 
ister and  to  a representative  in  every 
vacant  congregation: 

The  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  once 
more  solicits  the  co-operation  of  ministers 
and  elders  in  securing  the  full  appropria- 
tion of  Synod  for  the  missions  under  its 
supervision.  According  to  the  Minutes, 
$18,500  are  asked  for  the  work  in  the 
Levant,  with  its  three  important  centers 
of  operation — Northern  Syria,  the  Island 
of  Cyprus  and  the  adjacent  parts  of  Asia 
Minor,  and  the  First  Sabbath  of  Decem- 
ber, 1910,  is  the  date  named  for  the  con- 
gregational collections;  and  $8,000  are 
asked  for  the  work  in  China,  with  Tak 
Hing  on  the  West  River  as  the  center 
of  a field  fifty  miles  square,  and  the 
First  Sabbath  of  January,  1911,  is  named 
as  the  date  for  the  collections.  The  con- 
tribution of  this  comparatively  large  sum 
of  money  will  be  necessary  to  meet  pres- 
ent deficits  and  carry  forward  the  mis- 
sionary work  in  these  fields  successfully. 

In  Olive  Trees  for  June  and  July, 
1910,  will  be  found  the  Report  of  the 
Board,  and  detailed  statements  from  the 


missionaries,  and  these  official  papers, 
which  are  within  the  reach  of  every  con- 
gregation, should  be  carefully  and  prayer- 
fully studied.  If  each  settled  minister 
would  make  himself  thoroughly  acquaint- 
ed with  the  facts  recorded  in  these  papers 
and  present  a compact  statement  of  them 
to  the  people  under  his  pastoral  care,  a 
week  or  two  previous  to  the  collections, 
even  those  who  do  not  have  time  nor  per- 
haps inclination  to  read  missionary  re- 
ports and  articles  could  not  fail  to  be 
interested,  and,  their  interest  once  awak- 
ened, they  will  gladly  contribute  to  the 
support  and  extension  of  the  Missions.  It 
is  hearing  rather  than  reading  that  secures 
results.  It  should  not  be  difficult  in  this 
way  to  awaken  enthusiasm  throughout  the 
churches  similar  to  that  manifested  on 
the  floor  of  Synod,  when  the  question  of 
an  advance  movement  was  introduced  and 
received  such  splendid  endorsement.  To 
do  what  Synod  has  authorized  the  Board 
to  do  means  at  least  100  per  cent,  in- 
crease in  the  annual  offerings  for  the  cur- 
rent year.  And  that  means  a revived 
sense  of  responsibility  for  the  spread  of 
Christianity. 

R.  M.  SOMMERVILLE, 

Corresponding  Sec'y. 

New  York,  Nov.  7,  1910. 

About  the  same  date  the  Treasurer  sent 
out  the  following  announcement: 

But  Jesus  said:  Give  ye  them  to  eat. 
Nearly  two  thousand  thousand  souls  in 
our  two  foreign  mission  fields  are  wholly 
dependent  on  the  Covenanter  Church  for 
the  Bread  of  Life — a multitude  alarm- 
ingly great  to  be  intrusted  to  the  care  of 
such  a small  church. 

But  Jesus  said:  Give  ye  them  to  eat. 
Unless  the  Covenanter  Church  arise,  and 
supply  the  Bread  at  the  command  of 
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Jesus  Christ,  these  hunger-bitten  men, 
women  and  children  with  hands  out- 
stretched to  us  in  a most  pitiful  appeal, 
must  perish  or  be  supplied  from  some 
other  source. 

But  Jesus  said:  Give  ye  them  to  eat. 

The  means  should  be  supplied  with  all 
possible  haste.  The  urgency  brooks  no 
delay.  Waiting  for  a more  convenient 
season  involves  a fearful  reckoning.  With 
many  of  these  poor  souls  it  is  now  or 
never.  Ere  the  next  annual  collection 
sixty  thousand  of  them  will  be  in  the 
grave  and  forever  bej^ond  our  reach. 

But  Jesus  said:  Give  ye  them  to  eat. 

Our  ability  may  seem  utterly  inadequate. 
Many  questions  will  arise  to  discourage 
the  heart.  From  what  source  the  thou- 
sands and  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars 
needed  for  such  extensive  operations  ? 
Whence  shall  we  buy  bread  for  these  two 
million,  that  they  may  eat?  Who  is  suf- 
ficient for  these  things? 

But  Jesus  said:  Give  ye  them  to  eat. 
The  appeal  is  to  the  ten  thousand  Cov- 
enanters. Let  the  ten  thousand  arise  and 
enter  into  the  foreign  mission  service, 
and  shall  we  not  see  wonders  ? Ten  thou- 
sand Covenanters  in  the  foreign  mission 
service,  on  collection  day,  each  with  an 
offering  worthy  of  the  giver,  worthy  of 
the  work,  worthy  of  the  Lord,  and  with 
faith,  love,  prayer  and  gifts  in  the  Holy 
Spirit,  every  day  of  the  year,  will  as- 
suredly reap  a great  harvest.  0,  that  the 
heavens  may  witness  the  outgoing  of  such 
spirit  and  energy  among  the  ten  thousand 
Covenanters ! Then  will  we  see  what  the 
zeal  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts  will  perform. 

Olive  Trees  is  indebted  to  the  Student 
Volunteer  Movement,  Hew  York,  for  a 
copy  of 

The  Decisive  Hour  of  Christian  Mis- 
sions. By  John  R.  Mott.  230  pp.,  illustra- 
tions, map.  Library  edition,  $1.  Mission 


study  edition,  cloth,  50  cents;  paper,  35 
cents. 

This  is  a book  of  exceptional  value. 
From  a wealth  of  material  within  his 
reach  the  author  has  drawn  illustrative 
facts,  at  once  impressive  and  significant 
to  show  the  present  religious  condition 
of  the  world.  In  the  opening  chapters 
he  emphasizes  the  changes  that  are  tak- 
ing place  in  non-Christian  nations:  the 
“tendencies,  movements  and  influences 
manifest  in  various  countries  which  are 
not  only  tending  to  close  these  nations 
against  Christianity,  but  are  placing  in 
danger  their  moral  and  religious 
future.”  and  “the  rising  spiritual  tide” 
challenging  attention  in  every  part  of 
the  non-Christian  world,  as  an  appeal  to 
Christianity  to  press  forward  in  the  work 
of  evangelism  and  take  possession  of  the 
world  in  this  hour  of  signal  opportunity. 
In  the  judgment  of  Dr.  Mott  what  is 
required  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of 
the  present  situation  is  a plan  adequate 
in  “scope,  thoroughness  and  strategy”; 
the  Church  at  home  united  and  fully 
consecrated ; an  efficient  force  on  the  field, 
missionaries  well  trained  intellectually, 
established  in  their  belief  of  the  funda- 
mentals of  the  Christian  faith,  men  and 
women  of  spirituality  governed  by  a 
passion  to  serve  others,  and  “established 
securely  in  those  habits  on  which  the 
maintenance  of  an  expanding  spiritual 
life  depends,”  and  native  congregations 
under  the  leadership  of  an  aggressive 
native  ministry ; and  above  all  “the  super- 
human factor,”  the  power  of  the  Spirit 
of  the  living  God,  in  answer  to  what  Dr. 
A.  H.  Smith  has  characterized  as  “the 
deeply  buried  talent  of  intercessory 
prayer.” 

This  volume  should  be  in  the  library 
of  every  minister  and  in  the  hands  of 
every  mission  study  class. 
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Miss  F.  May  Elsey 

Miss  A.  Louisa  Crockett 


Latakia , Syria, 


Rev.  Robert  E.  Willson. 

John  Peoples,  M.  D 

Miss  Evadna  M.  Sterrett. 
Miss  Elma  French 


Mersina , Asia  Minor. 


Rev.  Walter  McCarroll,  on  furlough  ) 

Rev.  J.  D.  Edgar C Larnaca , Cyprus. 

Mr.  Charles  Stewart ) 

Rev.  A.  I.  Robb,  D.  D 

Rev.  J.  K.  Robb 

Rev.  Julius  Kempf 

Rev.  William  M.  Robb  . on  furlough 

Rev.  Ernest  C.  Mitchell 

Rev.  D.  R.  Taggart 

J.  M.  Wright,  M.  D 

Miss  Kate  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Jean  McBurney,  M.  D 

Miss  Ida  M.  Scott,  M.  D 

Miss  Jennie  Dean 

Miss  Annie  J.  Robinson 


Tak  Hing  Chau , West  River , 

South  China. 


HOME  MISSIONARIES  OF  THE  REFORMED  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  IN  1910. 


Rev.  W.  W.  Carithers,  Indian  Mission} 

Apache , O.  T. 

Rev.  W.  J.  Sanderson,  Southern  Mission , 

Selma , Ala. 

Mr.  William  Carson,  Jewish  Mission , 

800  So.  Fifth  Street , Philadelphia , Pa. 

post  office  addresses  of  treasurers. 

Syrian  Mission,  Mission  in  China  and  Church  Erection— Dr.  S.  A.  S. 
Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Domestic  Mission ; Southern  Mission;  Indian  Mission;  Testimony 
Bearing;  Sustentation;  Theological  Seminary;  Ministers’,  Widows*  and 
Orphans*  Fund;  Literary;  Students’ Aid — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building, 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Jewish  Mission — Dr.  S.  A.  S.  Metheny,  617  N.  43d  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aged  People’s  Home — Mrs.  A.  G.  Wallace,  235  Fourth  Ave.,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
National  Reform — Mr.  J.  S.  Tibby,  41 1 Penn  Building,  Pittsburg,  Pa. 


Transportation  Agency SzliSa&E^L* 


All  questions  relating  to  Railway  and  Steamship  Rates 
for  Missionaries  and  Freight  should  be  addressed  to 


WILLIAM  G.  CARSON, 


205  SOUTH  42d  STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA,  PA. 


Telephone,  785  Morningside 

WM.  McCLEAN’S  SON 
Undertaker  and  Embalmer 


508  WEST  134th  STREET 


ROBERT  L.  McCLEAN 


NEW  YORK 


WILLIAM  R.  JENKINS, 

Pnlolialier,  Bookseller,  Stationer  and  Printer. 
Publisher  and  Importer  of  FRENCH  BOOKS, 

851  & 853  SIXTH  AVENUE, 

N.  W.  Cor.  48th  Street,  IMEW  YORK. 

Card  Engraving,  Stamping,  Wedding  Invitations, 

PICTURES  AND  PICTURE  FRAMING. 

SEND  FOR  CATALOGUE. 

• 

Telephone,  2700  Worth.  Established  1860. 

The  J.  W.  Pratt  Co. 

Printers  and 

Manufacturing  Stationers, 

52  to  58  DUANE  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 

MACKEOWN’S  KOOM* 

24  West  33d  Street,  New  York  Telephone,  6363  Madison  Square 

1215  Bedford  Avenue,  bet.  Halsey  and  Hancock  Streets,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

JAMES  S.  TIBBY  lUnSiRg  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

SELLS  THE  FOLLOWING  COVENANTER  LITERATURE 

PSALM  BOOKS  (old  and  new  versions),  TESTIMONY, 

BOOK  OF  DISCIPLINE,  MINUTES  OF  SYNOD,  CON- 
FESSION OF  FAITH,  CATECHISMS,  TALES  OF 
COVENANTERS,  POETS  and  POETRY,  ROMANISM 
ANALYZED,  HISTORY  OF  THE  TRIAL,  1891 

WRITE  FOR  PRICES  


